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ter on the realities beyond the tomb (XXIII), followed by 
a surrender of all arguments and a moving self-disclosure 
(XXIV). Silence reigns pregnant with mystical resonance. 








ly sent from the gods as sparkling from within as a desire for 


of madness discussed in Plato’s Phaedrus, namely, poetic (fioi- 
etike mania ) telestic ( telestike mania), and prophetic or mantic 


urgies {telestike, hieratike telesiourgia, theophoria) are not nec- 

the gods”, thus deliberately and incorrectly equating the ani¬ 
mated cultic statues located in the context of particular ritual 
communications with the invisible metaphysical principles 

ises for a certain iconoclastic bias are maintained. And so 
H.J. Blumenthal puts too much weight on the verb theour- 
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Hellenic public festivals and mysteries, politically and spir¬ 
itually centred around the Delphic sanctuary. The new model 
of post-Homeric political culture sharply distinguished pub¬ 
lic life from private life, viewing public life as superior, more 
rational and more important. 135 Since the cosmos, and like- 


philosophy was practiced and developed by a tiny esoteric 

























































































































































































the person now called the “immortal soul" ( psuche ), following 
(with the enthusiasm of recent converts) Egyptian theologi- 

The road leading to Osiris Un-nefer trodden by the ini¬ 
tiates in their hope that death is not akin to complete dis- 




























































































